HOUND'S TONGUE, Cynogtossum officinal* L.

372. Hound's Tongue, Cynoghssum officinah L..(X J); bt
ennial; stems simple or branched, up to 2 ft. high, thick and
fleshy, pale green, with brownish-green ribs, softly but thinly

villous;    leaves   spirally
arranged,   sessile,  linear
lanceolate, gradually su$*
acute, bright green above,
paler below, covered with
short soft hairs; flowers in
nodding scorpioid cymes
in the axils of most of the
leaves; stalks pubescent;
sepals 5, free, ovate-elliptic,
densely pubescent; corolla
(B> X l|)   dull   purplish-
red, 5-lobed, nearly closed
at the mouth by 5 humps,,
each   opposite   a  lobe;
anthers 5, alternate with
the lobes; ovary (A, X 0)
deeply divided into 4 lobel
with  a  stiff  awl-shajsdl
style between them; fruit
(C, x 0)   of   4  separate
depressed nutlets covered
with short hooked prickles
(family Boraginaceae).

When bruised, the plant,
and especially the flowers,
have a disagreeable mouse-
like smell;   it grows on
roadsides and waste places and on maritime chalky downs, j
flowering from early summer.  In former times, among its many
supposed virtues, it was recommended, curiously enough, for
stuttering, and was also considered to be antiscorbutic.
.  Nectar is secreted by the fleshy receptacle below the ovary and
concealed in the base of the corolla-tube.   The 5 darker-coloured
pocket-shaped hollow scales at the entrance to the corolla-tube
serve as nectar-guides and their velvety covering of hairs as nectar-
covqrs.   The stigma of the short style is receptive at the samta
time as the anthers release their pollen, and self-pollination tak8?
place if no insect has visited the flower.

